SELF, IINTERSUBJECTIVITY AND SOCIAL NEUROSCIENCE: FROM MIND AND ACTION TO SOCIETY

The actions of ourselves and others direct spatial -

attention
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Spatial attention research traditionally focuses on how it is influenced
by the location of objects within the visual environment. However, a
primary function of spatial attention is to plan physical actions. When
events occur in the world, visual information needs to be integrated
with our current body position to help us prepare effective responses
to these events. Further, current actions can subsequently influence
further deployments of attention. Thus, spatial attention must be
considered within the context of the body. Here we present research
demonstrating that one's own body and the actions of others can
influence spatial attention mechanisms, influencing the prioritization of
functional space near the body and the direction of attention. This
work emphasizes a need for an embodied theory of spatial attention
and a more dynamic neural model of attention that adjusts to meet

the demands of the current environment and the perceiver’s goals.



